Salpingoscopy: an adjunctive technique for evaluation of the fallopian tube.
The success of tubal surgery is dependent upon both the nature and extent of tubal damage as well as the expertise of the surgeon. The present study describes the new technique of salpingoscopy to further appraise the status of tubal health by examination of the endosalpinx, utilizing readily available equipment. There were no complications during salpingoscopy attributable to the endoscopic procedure itself, except for a minimal amount of bleeding occasionally noted on the tubal serosa at the site of forceps stabilization. A discordance of 23.5% was noted overall between the fimbrial appearance at surgery and salpingoscopic examination. This new technique of tubal evaluation may eventually help the reproductive surgeon to more accurately counsel the patient in the choice between tubal reconstructive surgery or IVF-ET, one of the most difficult decisions in reproductive surgery today.